T wgeniioN IN THE CAPITAL’—IN-
TERVIEW WITH SENATOR DODD

Mr. HARRIS, Mr, President, on Sun-

- . * day, March 14, 1965, the regular “Opin-

" jon in the Capital” program, originating

'+ on channel 5, in Washington, D.C,, car=

ried an interview with the distinguished

". senjor Senator from Connecticut [Mr.
. ~Dobopl, by Mark Evans, vice president for
- public aifalrs for Metromedia, Inc., and

-+ v the Associated Press.

) T watched the program, personally,
snd was once again impressed by the
ecalm and knowledgeable manner in.

>/ wenses common sense on many of the

major issues of our day, particularly the -

. situation in Vietnam, concerning which

" . the Senator from Connecticut has spoken
2+ so eloquently and wisely on the floor of
tne Senate of the United States.

- opportunity to view this program, Mr.
L. President, I ask unanimous consent that -
. a transcript of the interview be printed -
-7 in the RECCRD. . C i S
" 7 There being no objection, the inter-
. - view was orcered to be -printed in the.

. RECORD, &s follows: -
& OPINION TN THE CAPITAL
(Produced by Florence Lowe, a Metropolitan

Broadceasting television production, 8

p.n., March 14, 1066) PR
| Guesi: Senator THOMAS Dobp, Democrat,
of Connecticut. : ’

© . Reporters: Mark Evans, vice presldent for
. public affeirs for Metromedia, Inc.,, Jack
. Bell, chie? Senate correspondent, Associated
/. Press. .

: .. Mr. Evans. Jdack, with a man with a8 many
PR varled interests as Senator Dobpp, I'm sure

’ ‘we'(e in for & windfall, Why don't you begin?
: FIREARMS

R © ' Mr. BELL, Senator, are you prepared to go~
R tar as the Prestdent as suggested in his

situation? .

Senator Dobp. Yes, I am how.
out with just handguns., That's what X
_originally proposed. I then amended it to
. include the long gun: the rifle, the shotgun. -
I'm now prepared to say “Let's bar all mail-
order traffic in guna.” Because the sltuation
.- bas worsened progressively. I say we're at &

folnt where we ought to put an end to all of
i U ' ' :

I started

.- Mr. Evans, You've been s “John the Bap- -
‘tlet’” sort of fellow, crying in the wilderness
for a long time, Senator. Did you sell the
President on the 1dea? ’
.. Senator Dopp, No, no. I wish I could take
“credit for that. I do feel that our commit- ’
tee did some educational work generally with -
the public: we held hearings: we conducted

of work, and all of this, X hope, contributed

"% -+ '. to the President’s better understanding of '

the menace we're facing., .
_’s Mr. Bers, Senator, you're a hunter, Is this
roing to affect hunters materially? L

Senator Doop. No. You're quite right, I've
; heon o hunter, I own guns. I'm not against
7 - legitimate sports activity I'm for it. But I
.,y Fee nothing in this proposal or the bill which
,I've introduced, which will in any way, lm-’

e

ol the legitimate sportsman..
L p R WNARCOTICS S Y
# M¥; EvANG, hMany of theso billsthat yow've
been fostering foz & long time Row Senator
LY " Y . ) P . o EEN . . «\ R
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Jack Bell, chief Senate correspondent of * narcotics.
- long and hard,

Tor those who may not have had an ‘

_investigations: the staff did a great amount '

;. Sanitized ~Approved Fot Re

are coming to the floor and it looks as though
something might happen. The House, last
week, passed a unanimous decision on the
“"goofball” bill which has heen very much

in your mind.
on this too?
Senator Dopp. Oh sure. The Scnaté passed
that bill last year unanimously. It was
the bill I introduced in the Senate, Con-
gressman HARRIS took it up in the House, did
a good job with it. No one deserves any
particular credit., These things only needed
_emphasis, education, as far 88 the public
.was concerned. They nceded to be done,
and they are getting dona,
~ Mr. EVANS. There has been much said in
the past, of the British system in allocating
I xnow that you've studied this
Do you have any feelings
_on the British system? Does it have any-
thing in 1ts favor? .
Senator Doop. I have this feeling. I. think
that we should really take the approach that

Are you expecting success

- which the Senator from Connectlcut dis- . they do with respect to the narcotic addict. T
think he's truly a sick man.” Some of them -

-get into criminal actlvities and this has to

be dealt with separately. But, generally they"

ought to bo viewed as 111 people.

Mr. Bz, What about the problem of mari- -

_huana as far as young people are concerned?
Senator Doop. I think we're right about
marihuana. There's a blg argument.about
_this I know, There are those who say there is
"nothing really addictive about it. That it's

just & step beyond tobacco or something of -
that sort. 'The best information I get 18"

that this is not s0. That it Is addictive, that

it is domaging, that it leads to other addic-.

- lons—more cerious,- Like heroin. - .
Mr. BeLL. Is there anything about mari-

huana that’s been officlal—that we need it in-

a “drug” sense? . . :
Senator Dopp. Not that I know of. I don't
know of any. .
- Mr. Evans, You sald that these people are
sick, Senator. Do you mean by that that
these people should be able to go to the drug
store with a doctor's prescription and be—-
- Senator Dopp. That's what the British do.
I have some misgivings about that in our so-
clety. There are differences in our soclety
and the British—the British police offlcer
doesn't carry a gun. I can't imagine what
_would happen in this country if we took
guns away {rom all our police officers, They
scem to do better with some things—maybe

| message on crime In desling with this gun they can do better with—for somo reasons 1

can't describe, Idon'tknow. :

But, it seems for us, Anyway, unwise to me

to allow the narcotic addict to get & prescrip-
tion, go in and take care of his habit in
that way. I'd rather see them hospitalized,

‘trented, eased back into life through the use -

‘of stopover houses. I think there are & lot
of things we can do short of allowing them
to get drugs freely. :
- - VIETNAM - ) .
_ Mr. BELL, Senator, I'd ke to geb, into Viet~
nam at this point: You've recently made a
strong statement in the Senate in favor of
_President Johnson’s course there. Since you
made that statoment that war has been even

. of the escalation of that war?
. Senator Doopn, I sald on other occasions,
_Jack, and I'll repeat it here. I'm not a mill-
tery man. It's difficult for me to answor &
" question of that kind. I think that really s

~& question that the President can answor
“after consulting with his top military tech-

nicians and strategists. I think it's fair to
point out that the escalation Ihsn’t:been
initiated by us. It's the Communists that
havo escalated the war, What do we do to
cause them to withdraw from their aggres-
ston In ‘Vietnam? Well, the President ob-
.viously fecls that we have got to give them
gome of the same medicine they've been
dishing out to the free Vietnamese.
much—how far? I truly -don% know the
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-that,

-been a rotation of our own leadership and

. regrettable thing of all.
more escalated, Do you favor a continuation -

", tles.

~'opinlon of General Taylor.

How .
“Hearings ‘and
R G 7

answer to that, I suppose the Presiuent
would say as much as It takes to get them
to cease nnd desist from their aggression,
pubversion, in8ltration.

Mr. Evans, From your specch, Senator, I

.get the fecling you feecl the Red Chinese will

not come to the ald of the North Vietnameso
with troops. You also pointed out that they
are too vulnernble on the coast with their
industrial clties, .

Scnator Doop, This is a risked judgment.
Who can say? It seems that way to me from
all I can learn about their situation—thelir
geographical situation, their economic sltu<
-ation, thelr differences with the Moscow
.Communists, all add up to me, t0 an un-

‘1ikellhood that they would take us on if I

may put it that way in an all-out struggle.
I don’t think that will happen, but I could K
be proved wrong in the next minute. You've
got to take risks In life—you've got to take ..’
risks to protect freedom. We can't just sit - <
back and worry all the time, “If we do this, --%
that will happen to us”—get Into a state of
do-nothingism. I think all of life is risks— -

- frecdom and we’ve got to take soma of those - -\ ,. )

risks. . '
Mr, Bern. You made the point in your,
specch that our Intelligence is not very good -
in South Vietnam. How are wo goirg to™ 2
know when the point has been reached where % *
the Communists are about to give up, or are .
at least in retreat?
Senator Dopp. I guess again, that we would - . °
hear through so-called neutral sources, .
friends, I assume, I'm confident that those
channels are open, When they are ready to
say “uncle” we'll hear 1t loud and clear. Wil - B
wo see it in the military sense? I suppose so. "~
I think we ought to know the result of their .-
reprisals on our attacks—economic centers, -
military centers. I think we ought to know
I think we ought to hear—I hope our ..
intelligence improves and I think it is im-
proving. I think it's better than it was, from -

what I'm told. S
Mr. Evans. I think one of the most en- .| -

lightened statements in your speech is where
you indicated that one of our problems has - 4

you also pointed out that in the 5 years, =
there have been 10 or 12 topflight men who- s:

~have made real inroads, friendshipwise, with

the polltical leaders, religious leaders, and *
military leaders and you're going to write & ._
letter to the President urging that these 10 . '
or 12 men be sent back there to sce If we - ¢
could bind all the forces together. Have you - -
done that? ‘ b
Senator Dopop. Yes, 1 wrote to the Presi-
dent—I have also talked to some of his top

- gtaff people. The President has written back

and answered my letter. He said In effect, .-
he thought there was something to it. He .
was looking into it and &0 on. I think it
received consideration nnd is receiving con= -,
siderntion, In.the letter, I don’t think I .
mentioned any names but in personal cone- )
versation I did. I don't want to do that
here because it won’t be fair to those indi-
vidualg. Sometimes I find that there nre .-
personality confiicts and this is the most M

the stakes are so high that we can't afford -
to dwell on personalities and their difficul- e
If there are more than two involved " 7
it seems to me they ought to be able to sub-
merge what personal differences they have. -
If competence of Aan unusual character 18 in-
volved and. it is in some of these pcopie, they -
ought to go back, and they want to go back, °

- and they could be helpful if they went back. -

Mr. Berni, One of your colleagues, Senator

“Young of Ohlo, called for the replacement of

General Taylor as our ambassnador.. Are you
satlsfled with Taylor operations there? .
Senator Dobp, Yes, I have a very high
I think he's &
wonderful man. I don't know him . well
Yoally, but I've observed him at committee
I've had a few contacts with
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It secms to me that . =




